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INTRODUCTION

• THE IMAGING REQUISITION FORM (IRF) 
IS THE PREVAILING COMMUNICATION
SYSTEM WHERE THE REFERRING
PHYSICIAN COMMUNICATES WITH THE
RADIOLOGIST

• CLINICAL INFORMATION THAT DIRECTLY
IMPACTS THE IMAGING STUDY
INTERPRETATION QUALITY

• THE RADIOLOGIST WORK CAN BE
CONSIDERED ONLY AS A COMMODITY
SERVICE PROVIDER RATHER THAN A
CERTIFIED MEDICAL DOCTOR OR AN
EXPERT MEDICAL CONSULTANT THAT
TREATS PATIENTS USING MEDICAL
IMAGING

• PATIENT-CENTERED RADIOLOGY
PRACTICE INITIATIVE BY THE RSNA 
SUPPORTS THE CONCEPT OF
COMMUNICATING DIRECTLY WITH
PATIENTS

Cohen, M. D. (2007). Accuracy of Information on Imaging Requisitions: Does It Matter? Journal of the American College of Radiology, 4(9), 617–621. doi:10.1016/j.jacr.2007.02.003



PATIENT-CENTERED RADIOLOGY 
PRACTICE

• INITIATIVES SUCH AS 5 PATIENTS A DAY
SEEK TO ENCOURAGE RADIOLOGISTS TO
HAVE AN APPROACH WITH THE PATIENTS
THEY SERVE THROUGH IMAGING STUDIES.

https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/pdf/10.1148/radiol.2020209027



OBJECTIVE

APPLY A MEDICAL HISTORY TAKEN BY RADIOLOGY
RESIDENTS BEFORE PERFORMING CT OR MRI 
IMAGING STUDIES IN PATIENTS REFERRED ON AN
OUTPATIENT BASIS, CURRENT SYMPTOMS, MEDICAL
HISTORY AND TREATMENT THAT SUPPORTS AND
REINFORCES THE INTERPRETATION OF THE IMAGING
STUDIES.



METHODS

• PROSPECTIVE STUDY INCLUDED
883 OUTPATIENT COMPUTED
TOMOGRAPHY (CT) OR
MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING
(MRI) STUDIES

• SATISFACTION SURVEY
APPLICATION USING A LIKERT
SCALE TO PATIENTS

CLINICAL 
HISTORY/INTERROGATION AREA



CLINICAL
HISTORY/INTERROGATION AREA

Adapted with the necessary 
hygiene measures to carry out 
an adequate and private 
interrogation.



RESULTS
• 40.7 % (423/883) OF THE

RADIOLOGY REQUISITIONS
MENTIONED THE PERTINENT
CLINICAL CONDITION, WHICH
CORRESPONDS TO A 95 % 
CONFIDENCE INTERVAL

• 83% (732/883) OF THE
CLINICAL HISTORY PERFORMED
BY RADIOLOGY RESIDENTS
MENTIONED THE PERTINENT
CONDITION.

• THE CONDITION RATE IN THE
RADIOLOGY REQUISITION IS
CORRELATED SIGNIFICANTLY
WITH THE CLINICAL HISTORY
RATE (Χ2 TEST, P<0.00001). 



RESULTs
• 39.6 % (350/883) OF THE

CASES, A SPECIFIC TECHNIQUE
WAS REQUESTED, ESPECIALLY
FOR BRAIN MRI AND HEAD AND
NECK PATHOLOGIES. 

• TRASRECTAL CONTRAS COMPLEMENT• SPECIFIC MRI SEQUENCES
• INSPIRATION/ESPIRATION

• PROTOCOLS SIMPLIFICATION IN
76% (323/426)

• 96 % (850/883) OF THE
PATIENTS REPLIED THAT THEY
PREFER TO BE EVALUATED WITH A
BRIEF CLINICAL HISTORY AND
INFORMED BY A RADIOLOGIST
BEFORE THEIR IMAGING STUDY

• 88% REFERRED TO BE
COMFORTABLE FOR THE
RADIOLOGIST TO DISCUSS THEIR
IMAGING FINDINGS IF
NECESSARY. 



DISCUSSION
RADIOLOGY CLINICAL HISTORY

• ALLOWS ADEQUATE CLINICAL CONTEXT

• CURRENT SYMPTOMS

• MEDICAL HISTORY

• TREATMENT

• HELPS TO REINFORCE AND CREATE A MORE ROBUST AND SUSTAINED RADIOLOGY IMAGE INTERPRETATION.

• THIS PRACTICE PROVIDES THE OPPORTUNITY FOR BETTER COMMUNICATION NOT ONLY BETWEEN THE RADIOLOGIST AND THE TREATING PHYSICIAN, BUT
ALSO THE ABILITY FOR DIRECT INTERACTION BETWEEN THE RADIOLOGIST AND HIS/HER PATIENT.

THE INTEGRATION OF A RADIOLOGY MEDICAL HISTORY PERFORMED BY RADIOLOGY RESIDENTS BEFORE EVERY OUTPATIENT IMAGING
STUDY BENEFITS IMAGING STUDY INTERPRETATION AND GIVES THE RADIOLOGIST AND RADIOLOGIST IN-TRAINING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A
PATIENT-CENTERED PRACTICE.

OUR MAIN LIMITATIONS ARE THAT WE ARE IN A UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL WHERE WE DON'T HAVE ACCESS TO AN ELECTRONIC MEDICAL
RECORD, AND THE IMAGING REQUISITION FORM IS A HARD COPY. WE ONLY INCLUDED OUTPATIENT IMAGING STUDIES, WITH A SMALL
SAMPLE SIZE, INCLUDING ONLY MRI AND CT STUDIES. 

CONCLUSIONS
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